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DAY ONE - Costa Rica Homestay 
Welcome to nature's wonderland. Your Interact Representative greets you in the airport and transfers you to Rancho de Español, located in the countryside community of La Guacima, Alajuela, where you'll meet your homestay director and host families.
HOST FAMILIES in both locations are relatives, neighbors, or friends of the homestay directors. Regardless, all families are interviewed, monitored and continually evaluated. Everyone speaks Spanish in the home. Students normally share with one or two other group members of the same general language ability.

Rancho de Español Language School serves as the main meeting point and social center for La Guacima activities. 

DAY TWO – Café Doka / Poas Volcano / Souvenirs
Experience the Doka coffee tour on the slope of Poas Volcano. You’ll witness their working plantation and roastery.  Learn how experts taste or “cup” coffee to identify and grade the characteristics that qualify a gourmet coffee. Later, visit Sr y Sra. Ese, a popular 5000sq ft craft center. Enjoy shopping for jewelry and Costa Rican souvenirs. 
DAY THREE - Arenal Hot Springs / Zip-Line Option                       A delightful drive through the highlands leads to Arenal, Costa Rica's most iconic volcano. Optional zip-line, Sky Trek ($95), can be prepaid. Experience fantastic views in an open-air gondola ride to an open-air observation deck. Return to the ground by riding a circuit of zip-lines, stretching across canyons and between treetops. Visit a hot springs recreational area. Swim in one of nature's therapeutic pools and stroll the botanical gardens.
DAY FOUR – SOMOS /InterACTion
Your program includes your Cultural InterACTion as well as our exclusive SOMOS humanitarian total experience. After arrival, you’ll receive a list of the most needed items and specific service projects. Visit a modern “super”, where you’ll have an opportunity to purchase those supplies ($10 or more per student is recommended). Finally, complete your SOMOS experience as you interact with the children (subject to school calendar availability) while painting, or gardening. Later, have fun learning to salsa.
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This morning, fly to Panama! Our ILERI homestay director or staff will greet you in the airport lobby. 
Ileri Language School serves as the main meeting point and social center for Altos de Bethania Panama activities.  

Visit the homestay neighborhood and enjoy a typical lunch with the staff before a short drive to the Miraflores Locks. Visit the Panama Canal when the canal is the busiest. There's an outside terrace for amazing views of the ships and locks in action.                           
DAY SIX – Casco Viejo / Souvenirs 

This morning, experience Casco Viejo, a unique walled city consisting of 16th & 17th Century Spanish Colonial Architecture. Recently, UNESCO named Casco Viejo a World Heritage Site. Meander by cafes, boutiques, shops, and beautiful buildings surrounding the plazas. Following lunch, shop for Panamenian souvenirs and browse upscale boutiques.
DAY SEVEN - Jungleland 
Get ready for a fascinating day in Lake Gatun and the Panama Canal. As you explore in fast boats, see ships transiting the canal and witness history in the making with the expansion of the canal. Immerse yourself in the magnificent  natural habitat,  gliding  past  lush rainforest  to  a quiet  region  of  the  lake where you’ll  witness and feel  the  splendor  and  excitement  of  the  jungle.  Exotic birds, monkeys, and  crocodiles  are  just a  few  of  the  animal  species  you  might  witness  in  their  native habitat.  Next, board the double decked houseboat for group lunch.  Later, select your favorite (included) activity, such as kayaking or fishing. 

DAY EIGHT – Pacific Playa Pass                                                
Enjoy a scenic drive over the Bridge of the Americas and along the Pan America Highway on your way to San Carlos, Playa Ensenada. Your beach pass includes access to all facilities, lunch, snacks, and unlimited non-alcoholic beverages. Relax, swim, or participate in beach volleyball or soccer. 

DAY NINE – Departure to USA                    
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9 DAYS
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	8 HOMESTAY NIGHTS 
La Guacima Costa Rica 
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	ALL MEALS ARE INCLUDED

	

	
	
	


